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REMARKS BY THE  SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR AND POLICE OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, DR. FRANKLIN ALMEYDA RANCIER, DURING THE  INAUGURATION OF THE SECOND MEETING OF MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE FOR PUBLIC SECURITY IN THE AMERICAS
As I told the local press a few days ago, States are responsible for the exclusion of part of society because they fail to provide opportunities for that segment of the population.
It is estimated that 3.6 million Dominicans, of a total population of 9.8 million, live in poverty.  They are “excluded” because, traditionally, the Dominican State has opted to maintain inequalities. Instead of offering them opportunities, it directed its resources elsewhere.

In the world as a whole, it is estimated that two billion people live below the poverty line. This situation was exacerbated during the bipolar confrontation between capitalism and communism, when governments used the police and the military to repress the population and hang on to power.
The leading protagonist in that cold war, beset with fear, helped pressure States to abandon that excluded segment of the population.

Almost two decades have elapsed since that conflict ended and today we are ready for the State to do something for that population, which in our case, I repeat, numbers 3.6 million people.

We are all aware of the institutional shortcomings of our States and yet, in the case of the Dominican Republic, it is proven fact that that segment of the population and society as a whole are pleased when they perceive that the State is present and attending to their needs, even if the social debt is so vast that it is unlikely to be paid in full.
Canada and the United States each have an [annual] crime and violence [murder] rate of around five per 100,000 inhabitants. In Latin America it is estimated to average 27 and in some countries twice as much. Referring to their own country and population, North Americans talk about the “American Dream”. In Latin America all we can talk about is hope.

While North Americans live their dream of well-being, we Latin Americans yearn for our States to provide the opportunities needed to attain it.

The time has come for States to guarantee the exercise of citizens’ rights, beginning with the fundamental rights: the right to health, the right to education, the right to employment, the right to housing, the right to recreation, the right to reach old age and all the other rights enshrined in the conventions of international organizations, such as the OAS and the United Nations.

I mentioned also that the Dominican Police lack technical capacity, technological mans of communication, transportation, and better salaries with which to wage war on crime. In that respect, the President has authorized the budgetary resources and financing required to attend to those needs.
This Second Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security, MISPA II, convened by the OAS, must lead to strategic agreements among the countries of the Hemisphere, including the United States and Canada, in order to create conditions for security, for the specific effort needed to combat organized crime. Much more is needed, however.
There also needs to be a strategic partnership between the OAS and the IDB, and other financial institutions, to expedite achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. America has to be a land of dreams and hopes.
Thank you very much.
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